
Guardians
of the Surf:

This year we’re proud to be celebrating the 10th 

anniversary of Guardians of the Surf, Surf Life Saving’s 

monthly giving program.   

Guardians who donate monthly provide the fi nancial security 

that only a steady stream of funding can provide. We depend 

on these regular donations for long term initiatives, allowing us 

to confi dently plan ahead and invest in education programs, 

rescue gear and equipment, while still providing a vital daily 

community service.  

It’s also an easy, convenient and manageable way to contribute 

to the work you believe in.  ������������������������������
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As a previous patrolling volunteer on Queensland’s Gold Coast 

beaches, Australian Olympic swimmer Grant Hackett has 

been an advocate of the Surf Life Saving movement for quite 

some time. His undertaking as patron of the Guardians of the 

Surf program has allowed him to stay involved with the cause 

while juggling his career and family life, especially his recent 

fatherhood status. 

To commemorate this special anniversary of the monthly giving 

program, we are welcoming every gift giving supporter as a 

Guardian of the Surf.  Thank you for your continued support!  

We’re proud to have you as a member. Australia’s beaches are 

in good hands because you care.

A decade of outstanding generosity

Grant invites you!
As patron of Guardians of the Surf, I’ve seen the power of your gifts fi rst-hand.  Your support ensures 

volunteer Surf Lifesavers have the know-how and rescue equipment to save lives.  So why not 

consider joining as a member at one of the following fi ve levels?

Think of it this way:
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 could buy three neck braces.
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 could buy two rescue tubes.

�������������������������������
 could buy 13 oxygen bottles.

��������	��������������������������
 could buy a UHF hand held radio.

������������������������������������
 could buy two rescue boards.

BOARDIES DAY 2010
Friday, 3 December 
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Would you like to ditch your work clothes and wear board 
shorts for the day instead? 

Well, you can! By being a part of Surf Life Saving’s national 
fundraising day, BOARDIES DAY, you can dress down in your 
favourite beach-themed gear and support the vital work of 
Surf Lifesavers with a donation at the same time.

The event is open to people of all ages and it’s a fun way to 
become a “lifesaver” in your workplace, school or social club.

It’s easy to get involved. All you need to do is register online 
at www.boardiesday.com.au and then set to work organising 
a beach-themed dress day.  
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All the money you raise 
will be used to support 
the tireless work of our 
volunteer Surf Lifesavers, 
who make sure that 
people just like you can 
go to the beach and 
know that you are in safe hands. 

To get involved, mark the date in your diary and on 1st 
September, go to www.boardiesday.com.au to register! 
Alternatively, for more information phone 1800 642 925 or 
email boardiesday@slsfoundation.com.au

See you at the beach!

Surf Life Saving thanks VIP Packaging for its generous support 
of this special community initiative.
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“ I’m in my 50s but I sti ll love going to the beach. I 

feel safe swimming…. You do a great job and we 

all appreciate the ti me you give so we can enjoy 

these great places.” - Marian W

“ I would like to thank the lifesavers for saving my brother’s life 

many years ago when he was a young man…. Because of their 

quick acti on, he is sti ll enjoying life and will soon be having his 

82nd birthday.” - Margaret B

Surf Life Saving traditions have been passed on from generation to 

generation. Now, a group of supporters are passing on another 

legacy via a bequest to Surf Life Saving in their wills. They are 

members of the Circle of Friends.

On May 28, in conjunction with Surf Life Saving Queensland, Queensland’s 

Governor, Her Excellency Penelope Wensley, presented a special keepsake 

to Queensland members of this group – Linda Pollard’s “Circle of Friends”.  

This work of art depicts Surf Life Saving and the men and women who make the 

movement strong.

In her speech, the Governor drew the analogy between bequestors and mature 

life savers, stating how both play a crucial role in the future enjoyment of Australian 

beaches.

If you have left a bequest and would like to know more about the Circle of Friends, 

or you would like to know more about creating a personal legacy to help keep our 

beaches safe for generations to come, please contact Trevor Capps on 1800 642 925

or by email tcapps@slsfoundation.com.au

Story courtesy Surf Life Saving Foundation

Creating a new tradition
Circle of Friends

On May 28, in conjunction with Surf Life Saving Queensland, Queensland’s 

Governor, Her Excellency Penelope Wensley, presented a special keepsake 

to Queensland members of this group – Linda Pollard’s “Circle of Friends”.  

This work of art depicts Surf Life Saving and the men and women who make the 

In her speech, the Governor drew the analogy between bequestors and mature 

life savers, stating how both play a crucial role in the future enjoyment of Australian 

If you have left a bequest and would like to know more about the Circle of Friends, 

or you would like to know more about creating a personal legacy to help keep our 

beaches safe for generations to come, please contact Trevor Capps on 1800 642 925

Taking the time
to thank the volunteers 
Volunteer Surf Lifesavers make heroic efforts to save lives every day. Today we want to publicly 

thank them. Below, we share some of the words of support from those who have taken the time 

to write in when making a donation to Surf Life Saving.

There was a time when girls were not allowed on the grounds of a 

surf club. Today, it is quite a different story, of which the Hartland 

family is a prime example.

Gladys Brook’s daughter, Desley, 68, never became a lifesaver herself but 

her marriage to Ken Neil, patron of Maroochydore Surf Life Saving Club on 

Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, would provide the basis for her daughter 

and grandchildren’s love of the ocean.

Leigh Hartland, 45, received her bronze medal in 1999 at Alexandra 

Headland, where her grandmother had also been an active member. She 

is now age manager for Mooloolaba under-17s and is entering her third 

year as the club’s fi rst aid offi cer.

Daughter Elke, 19, has attended the national IRB titles for the past three 

years and she helps with educating school groups. Youngest at 15, 

Bronte is an under-17 Iron Woman competitor and competed in her fi rst 

Coolangatta Gold last year. 

Desley, Leigh and Bronte all believe it was the skills and experience that they 

gained through Surf Life Saving that taught them how to deal with everyday 

situations, both on and off the beach, including being able to help at a recent 

car accident.

“We drove past a pretty serious car crash just the other day and Bronte 

was able to step in straight away,” proud mother Leigh said. “She was quite 

capable and so confi dent and calm.”

Story adapted from Sunshine Coast Daily, May 8, 2010

How the times change
Girls learn skills that set them up for life

The Surf Life Saving movement is more than 100 years old 

but it has only been 30 years since women were allowed 

to do their minimum requirement bronze medallion to 

become fully-fl edged patrolling members.

In the early days, it was argued that women were not strong enough 

to operate rescue equipment or swim in heavy surf. But many 

worked behind the scenes serving afternoon teas and running 

fundraisers. Others formed ladies’ surf clubs and competed in 

carnivals and surf sports. 

During the 1970s, many clubs were fi nding membership levels 

dropping and some were on the verge of closing. Meetings were held 

at various clubs to discuss the issue and on July 1, 1980, the national 

council agreed that women would be accepted as full members. 

The decision was a 

signifi cant change in 

the development of Surf Life Saving and was 

described as “one of the most far reaching items 

of legislation within the Surf Life Saving association’s history.”

Seven hundred women became active volunteer Surf Lifesavers 

in the three summers after 1980 and today women constitute 

almost half of the movement’s membership. Women also now hold 

important positions in all areas of Surf Life Saving, from honing their 

skills competing at all levels in surf sports through being educated 

to vital rescue services.

Adapted from Manly Daily, April 17, 2010

From tea makers
to calling the tune
The changing role of female volunteers

these great places.”

“ As I love swimming in sea water, I so appreciate the job you do down here on Sutt on Beach… I don’t get to the surf much any more but it always made me enjoy it so much more knowing you were watching me. Thank you all so much.”

- Eileen K

many years ago when he was a young man…. Because of their 

quick acti on, he is sti ll enjoying life and will soon be having his 

82nd birthday.”

“ As I love swimming in sea water, I so appreciate the job you do 

“ Thanks to you all for volunteering your ti me, skills 

and genuine commitment to beach communiti es. And 

thanks also to all experienced lifesavers that give your 

ti me passing on your skills to our youth in our beach 

communiti es. You give them skills for life…”

- Patricia H

THANKS
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